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Hist. Nat. Palm. II, 92, t. 60, 70, 72, 73, 74 ; III, 279, 321.—Wallace
Palm. Amaz. 76, t. 28-35, 45.—Griseb. Fl.Brit. W.Ind. 519.—Oerst.
Palm. Centro-Amer. (1858) 40, t. 8, 9.—Trail in Trim. Journ.
Bot. (1876) 354; (1877) 1, 40, 75, 132, t. 184.- -B. Rodr. Enum.
Palm. 26.—Drude Fl. Brasil. Ill, II, 316.
Usually low palms; eoften caespitose, but sometimes reaching-
as much as 70 feet; stein very thin, or thicker and cane-like,
always spinous. Leaves often scattered, but chiefly approximate
above, pinnatisect, rarely bifid-entire; segments usually linear,
acuminate; spadix according to the thickness of the stem delicate
or stout, simply branched or simple, axillary, sessile or peduncled ;
spathes 2, upper one spinous or bristly-hairy. Flowers monoe-
cious, small, green, rose or dark-yellow, in glo&ierules of 3 and
of 2 males in the upper part. Male flowers: calyx tripartite or
trifid, sepals acute; corolla tripetalous, petals acute; stamens 6,
9 or 12, rising from a fleshy disc; filaments subulate; anthers
linear, erect. Female flowers globose or cylindric; calyx urceolate
or ring-shaped; corolla urceolate or cylindric, staminodes forming
a membranous ring. Ovary ovate or prisinatic-ti'igonous, uni-
locular by the abortion of 2 loculi; stigmas 3, sessile, pyramidal.
Drupe ovate or globose, 1-seeded; putamen roundish or elongate,
with 3 pores, the one above the embryo differently located than
the two others which are closed.
Species about 90.—53 species in Brazil, Peru, Bolivia and
Guiana; the rest in^tie Antilles and Central America.
cultivation in europe.—Very ornamental, slender growing
stove palms. Some of the species are of easy culture in a compost
of loam, peat, leaf mould, and sand, in equal parts: but most
of them are very difficult to treat* Propagation may be effected
by seeds or by suckers, which are very freely produced.
1. Baetria major Jacq. Stirp. Ainer. 280, t. 171, L 2; Mart. Pahnet.
Orbigiu62.-DrudeFl.Bra8.III, I, 358, t, LXXIV, f. II.—B. Achwtorka-
ekis Mart. Palm. Orbign. 61; Trail in Journ. Bot. (1877) 4&.—Augustinea
major Karst. in Linnaea (1856) 395.—Pyrenoglyphis major Karst. FU
Colomb. spec. seL II, 141, t. OLXXIV.
vernacular name.—In Brazil: Coco de vinagre (ex Drude)
description.—Stem 1-if inch in diameter, caespitose, usually
15 feet high, rarely 20 or more, armed near the rings with black
retro-curved spines about 2 inches long.    Leaves 6-7 forming a
terminal crown, 5-7 feet long, equally pinnatisect; sheath short,

